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Imagine a bus system that is
neighborhood-friendly, and also cost-j
energy-, and time-efficient. Curitiba's
got it.
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Why It Works

The Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system is a new, higlficient mode of public transportation
that has recently been adopted in Curitiba, aafigome 1.7 million people. In most
instances, BRT buses are a faster mode of tramgorthan private automobiles. The
organizational, structural, and technological adesof the BRT system are the main factors
in increasing efficiency and speed of buses. Tadiffihts are delayed for oncoming buses,
decreasing the amount of time between stops. A atenghip inside the bus signals sensors
on the road, which then alert the passengers atekiestation if the bus is running on time.

In addition, fares are pre-paid, reducing waitihgas stops, and waiting platforms are
elevated to allow for quicker entry and exit to thes. Finally, the busses have their own
lanes, which keep the bus system independent gfesbed traffic.

What Makes Curitiba Bus Rapid Transit System a Great Place?

BRT routes are perfectly plotted into rings, witick ring expanding further

into the outer reaches of the city. Busses are aalordinated to make it easy
for riders to distinguish between different ringsites. This pattern allows for uniform bus
routes and locations for bus stops throughout itiye Curitiba is a great example of
efficiency of the BRT system, as embarking andrdis&king times have been reduced by
one-eighth of their original time. Hide levels afership leave the roads relatively
unclogged.



Busses are traditionally stereotyped as "lowersglaand the BRT system is

designed to help eliminate this label. The speddhility, bus stop locations
and environmental friendliness of the BRT systeweh@aused many middle- and upper-class
people to begin using it. Over time, BRT will reneahe negative image that people have of
bus systems, and increase the use of public tratasion.

The Bus Rapid Transit system is the most widelyldsem of transportation

in Curitiba, used by approximately 75% of travel@mansit systems should
also be evaluated according to their impact on beHocal community and economy. Public
spaces where people come together are areas whaldlsinesses and entrepreneurship
thrive. BRT stops can function as destination gofat commercial activities such as
shopping and social activities, and as catalystbdidding and rebuilding surrounding
communities and business sectors.

The reliability, organization, safety, and quickne$ the BRT system is

changing the stereotype of bus systems being "lolass." Cities where the
system has been implemented have experiencedilgiship rates from all socioeconomic
classes. The ring pattern bus location allows easgss to the bus system for all people.

History & Background

When the debate began 30 years ago in Curitibawlieh type of tranportation system to
implement, a major deciding factor was constructosts. The cost of a new subway system
was estimated at over $90 million per kilometersus just $200,000 per kilometer for
construction of new BRT routes. Since the impleragomn of the BRT system, travel time
thoughout the city has lowered, total harmful emiss have dropped, and total street
congestion has decreased



